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BANNER GRAPHICS are the single largest 
segment of the wide format industry. These 
durable promotions have multiple uses indoors 
and outdoors, including vertical and horizontal 
POP, advertising signs, wayfinding, real-estate 
vacancies and promotions. When determining 
which product provides the best value for a 
particular job, factors to consider are tear, tensile 
strength, opacity, edge curl, and printability. 

Indoor and POP Banners: Indoor banners are 
often viewed in closer proximity than outdoor 
banners, so the print quality is more important. 
Because the banner is displayed indoors, strength 
requirements may not be as high, so a smoother 
finish with less scrim can be an option. 

Weight: The weight of banner materials is calculated 
by the weight of one square yard of material and 
measured in ounces.. While weight contributes to 
the strength of the material, other factors play a role. 
Scrim reinforcement and the material used to make 
the banner are essential. The most common banner 
material weighs 13 oz. and is scrim reinforced. It can 
be used for both indoor and outdoor applications. 
Double-sided banners have a smoother surface 
with less scrim and typically weigh 12 or 15 oz. Pole 
banners are printed on 2 sides, have a smoother 
finish, and usually require 18 oz. material. Billboards 
can be printed on 13 oz. substrates, but the trend 
is to use a higher denier, lighter-weight material, 
reducing freight costs and making installation easier. 
The lighter-weight billboard materials are 8 oz. to 10 
oz., with a 1000 x 1000 denier. Heavier weight media 
is often used for banners and billboards when a 
longer lifespan is required.

Denier: This is a measurement of the yarn weight 
of the material. The higher the number, the more 
durable and tear-resistant the product. Denier is 
measured by width and length, with the highest 
and most durable products having a denier of 
1000 x 1000, while the dernier for indoor 
banners can be as low as 250 x 250.

Coated vs. Laminated Banner Material: Coated 
is more expensive than laminated banner materials 
but offers higher tensile and tear strength, 
durability, and less edge curl. 

Block-Out Feature: A banner must be 100% 
opaque to print on both sides, preventing show-
through from one side to the other. This is 
achieved by incorporating a black center into 
the banner.

Double-Sided Banner: A double-sided banner 
has a smooth surface, block-out center, and a 
typical weight of 12, 13 or 15 oz. 

Vinyl (PVC): Most commonly used banner 
material. It is durable, pliable, and long-lasting. 

Polyester (PET): Like vinyl, this is a form of 
plastic. It is durable and offers the advantage of 
minimal edge curl. This material is frequently used 
for roll-up banners.

Polypropylene (PP): An inexpensive alternative to 
polyester, used for short-term applications. Edges 
are likely to curl over time.

Roll-Up Banner: Specifically manufactured for 
banner stand applications, the main characteristic 
is the lack of edge curl. They can come with a 
grey back for single-sided printing and a block-out 
feature for double-sided printing.
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