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Pressure sensitive vinyl (PSA) is a widely used 
multi-faceted product. Combinations of different 
vinyl and adhesives offer options for variety of 
end-use applications. Often, the adhesive is more 
critical than the vinyl base stock to satisfy specific 
requirements. Most adhesives are defined by 
their TACK, which is the resistance offered by the 
adhesive when it is detached from a substrate. 
The higher the tack, the more difficult the PSA is 
to remove. The list below provides an overview of 
common adhesives.

PERMANENT: Designed to remain in place for an 
extended period. It will not remove easily or cleanly. 

HIGH TACK AND ULTRA HI TACK PERMANENT: 
These extremely aggressive adhesives are 
designed to work on low-energy surfaces, such as 
certain categories of plastics, fiberglass, garbage 
cans, brick, stucco, moderately pebbled surfaces, 
hard hats, stainless steel, and recycle bins. They 
will also work on metals with powder coat paint 
designed to reject graffiti, like ATMs. High Tack 
adhesives vary by degree of “grip.”  

HIGH TACK REMOVABLE (HTR): Designed to be 
applied to hard-to-stick, or uneven surfaces, while 
still providing clean removability for up to 5 years. 

STANDARD REMOVABLE: Designed for 
clean removability for up to 1 year. Will become 
permanent after 1 year.

REMOVABLE, LOW TACK: Designed to be in 
place for 2 years or less, with up to 92% clean 
removability, and typically used for promotional 
graphics. Adhesive can become permanent when 
left in place for over 2 years.

LONG-TERM REMOVABLE (LTR): Special 
adhesive for applications lasting 5 to 7 years, 
designed to stay on the vinyl and provide clean 
removability with no residue. Vehicle wrap 
substrates are mainly used with this adhesive. 
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ULTRA-REMOVABLE: This adhesive removes 
easily and cleanly from a surface and leaves no 
residue. Examples include small-scale graphics, 
decals, wall graphics, point-of-purchase, and shelf 
tags. Designed for short-term use of less than a year.

REMOVABLE AND REPOSITIONABLE: Adhesive 
is designed for easy removal, with the ability to be 
placed in a second location after removal. A typical 
application is wall decals, which can be placed, 
easily removed, and re-attached in a second 
location. Designed for 2-year or less applications. 

AIR EGRESS: This adhesive has air channels, 
allowing air to escape so the installer can lift 
and reposition graphics for easy and accurate 
installation.  

PERMANENT/REMOVABLE: Optically clear 
adhesive with permanent adhesive on one side 
and removable on the other. Often serves as a 
mounting film for 2-way window displays, with 
permanent side on media and removable on 
window.

CLEAR AND TINTED ADHESIVES: Adhesives 
can be clear, gray, or tinted. Gray adhesives add 
opacity and are used to cover pre-printed areas 
(floor graphics over tile are one example) or areas 
with imperfections. 

WATER-BASED ACRYLIC VS. SOLVENT-
BASED ACRYLIC ADHESIVE: Both perform well, 
but water-based adhesives are susceptible to 
deterioration when used outdoors because rain can 
seep in around the edges, compromising adhesion. 

Athens recommends pre-testing to 
ensure the adhesive matches your 

surface and conforms to your 
removal requirements. 

Need help selecting the right 
adhesive for a project? 

Contact the Athens experts.
info@athenspaper.com  


