
Today, many designers specify uncoated paper for high quality printing, 
and it is a good choice for many projects for the following reasons. 

IS UNCOATED PAPER RIGHT FOR 
YOUR PRINTING PROJECT?

athenspaper.com

1. BETTER BULK COMPARED TO THE 
EQUIVALENT COATED PAPER BASIS 
WEIGHT: A smooth finish uncoated paper grade 
will typically measure out at a higher caliper for 
its weight as compared to a coated sheet with 
the same basis weight. With a vellum finish, the 
difference in thickness is even more pronounced. 

2. MORE OPACITY THEN COATED FOR 
COMPARABLE BASIS WEIGHTS: Uncoated 
papers generally have more opacity than coated 
papers for similar basis weights.  

3. LESS TENDENCY TO CRACK WHEN 
FOLDING: Coated sheets are more likely 
to crack than uncoated sheets, which may 
be something to consider when a project is 
designed. 

4. OPTIONS FOR UNIQUE COLORS AND 
TEXTURES: Use cream or neutral whites for 
color balance, pastels and bright colors for 
creativity and dramatic impact. 

5. UNCOATED SHEETS OFFER A “SOFTER” 
PRINTED APPEARANCE: Since there is no 
coating, uncoated paper is more porous, and 
ink is more likely to sink into the surface of the 
sheet. Visually, t6.his can give sheets printed on 
uncoated paper a softer look.
 

6. YOU CAN WRITE ON UNCOATED SHEETS 
WITH A PEN OR PENCIL, AND THERE IS NO 
SMEARING: This is an advantage for uncoated 
paper when there are forms or addresses to fill 
out. 

7. GREATER RANGE OF RECYCLED 
OPTIONS: Uncoated papers often offer higher 
post-consumer waste content options too. 

8. UNCOATED PAPERS ARE MORE DURABLE 
THAN THE SAME BASIS WEIGHT OF 
COATED PAPERS: Uncoated papers are 
preferred in book publishing because the offer 
greater tear resistance, and uncoated cover 
weights are often dramatically more durable 
than coated cover. 

Uncoated papers come in different 
weights, shades of white, colors, and 
finishes. If you need help choosing 

the right paper for a project, the paper 
experts at Athens can help you 

explore options, provide samples, 
and confirm the stock you want 

to order is available. 


