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Floor Graphics

Floor and street graphics provide a powerful and 
impressive way of using vacant space. Advertisers 
continually look for exciting options to communi-
cate their message, and floor and street graphics 
present inspiring new media to help close a sale. 
Widely used in supermarkets, shopping centers, 
retail stores, airports and even on sporting sur-
faces, floor graphics are the innovative answer to 
successful in-store advertising and promotions. 
Additionally, floor graphics cannot be overlooked, 
especially when they remain consistently visible by spreading across the 
unobstructed view provided by a smooth, clean floor.

Research into the psychology of floor advertising versus the psychology of 
billboard advertising has found that humans instinctively turn their attention to 
the floor as opposed to something at or above eye level. The tendency to keep 
an eye on what is happening around our feet is further encouraged when we 
perceive that something may contain an informative, useful message.

Directing our attention downward also enhances our ability to give our full attention 
to something full of color, words and pictures, meaning that floor graphics possess 
the ability to consistently influence a consumer’s POD, or “point of decision.”

Since many consumers enter a store or trade show without having a set list of 
items to buy, the persuasive strategy offered by floor graphics is a contemporary 
method of advertising that is rapidly growing in popularity with all types of 
retailers and business owners.

Key Considerations for Adhesive Backed
Flooring Options

What surface will the material be applied to? 
For example:
   • Carpet
   • Unsealed concrete and asphalt 
   • Sealed hardwoods, commercial tile 
      flooring, sealed concrete, vinyl, linoleum 
      and ceramic tile floors   

Floor graphics typically come with special pressure 
sensitive adhesive that allows for easy removal for up to 
6 months. Most floor graphics require an over-laminate that 
has been certified for slip resistance to protect and seal the 
image. However, new materials have been introduced that have 
the necessary certification for slip resistance AFTER BEING 
PRINTED without the need for an over-laminate. Whether 
lamination is required or not, floor graphics must meet public 
safety guidelines for slip resistance. Depending on the media 
used, floor graphics can last from 3 months to 5 years.



How long will it be down? 

Aside from selecting the correct media, the laminate will 
ultimately dictate the overall durability:
• Long term (up to 1 year) interior – 5 mil polycarbonate
• Medium term (up to 6 months) interior/exterior – 5 mil high performance textured vinyl
• Short term interior
• Up to 3 months – 5 mil textured Intermediate vinyl
• 30 days – 5 mil textured polyolefin

What is the most important characteristic 
for floor graphics?

It is mandatory that any floor graphic has a UL-410 
or ASTM C-1028 approved non-slip surface, which 
requires the use of a non-slip overlay laminate, 
such as a 5 mil textured vinyl or a 3.75 mil textured 
polyolefin. Some outdoor products are made to 
work without a laminate, but for all others, you 
must use an approved laminate.

Does floor vinyl need a block-out feature? 

It depends on whether you are covering up a 
pattern that is already on the floor. If there is a 
pattern on the floor you need the block-out feature 
so it does not show through to the new graphics.

Do you have an application in mind? 

Talk to your Athens representative. We can help 
you choose the right product to make your 
customer happy with the final result.
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Some of the information included in this piece came from the following sources:
http://www.averydennison.com/content/dam/averydennison/graphics/ap/en/
Sell-Sheets-Brochures/Avery-Dennison-Floor-and-street-graphics.pdf
http://www.jessupmfg.com/blog/why-are-floor-graphics-so-effective/
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Find the equipment, substrates, hardware, supplies, 
and expertise to get you where you want to go.

EPSON SureColor S80600 Bulk Ink Printer

HP Latex R2000 Plus Printer 98-inch

SCAN TO SEE SOLUTIONS

Contact Your Athens Representative.


